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This information will help prepare for your: 
• Attendance and other author pertinent author information 
• Final written paper: due January 16, 2026 
• Presentation: refer to pages 8-9 for planned presentation day/time. 
 
Important Dates and Links 
 
The following documents are due by January 16, 2026: 
• Final Written Paper: link and instructions for uploading your paper will be sent via email 

(from Julie Gibbs) prior to the January deadline. 
• Assignment of Copyright form will be signed and completed when you upload your final 

paper. 
o Alternatively, email the form direct to Julie M. Gibbs at VFS HQ at jmgibbs@vtol.org. 

• Speaker Information form must be emailed to the conference Technical Chair at 
meetings@sfbac.vtol.org 
 

Registration: authors/speakers are expected to register and pay to attend the meeting and are 
eligible for discounted speaker registration rates. 
• Very discounted early bird rates are available until December 22, 2025. 
• Please register as soon as possible at www.vtol.org/tvf2026. 
 
Hotel: authors/speakers must make their own hotel reservations. The meeting will take place at 
the Doubletree Hotel. 
• Discounted rates ($219) are available at the Doubletree until the block sells out. 
• All meeting activities will take place at the San Jose Doubletree hotel. 
• Book early, you must use the following link to receive the $219 rate TVF 2026 Doubletree 

Hotel  
 
  

mailto:jmgibbs@vtol.org
mailto:meetings@sfbac.vtol.org
http://www.vtol.org/tvf2026
https://book.passkey.com/go/TransformativeVerticalFlight26
https://book.passkey.com/go/TransformativeVerticalFlight26
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Technical Papers 
 

• Final papers are due January 16, 2026: authors will receive an email (from Julie 
Gibbs) with link and password on how to upload their final paper on the TVF event 
page at vtol.org/tvf2026  

• Paper should be ideally 10 to 15 pages in length and NOT exceed 30-pages in length. 
• The optimal file size is between 5 and 10 MB and should NOT exceed 15 MB in size. 
• Please use the Microsoft Word template available for download on the event page.  
• Your final paper submission format should be a PDF. 
 
General Paper Guidelines 
 
Templates 
• Use the Word template downloadable on the TVF 2026 event page and  
• convert to Adobe PDF: This is the file format in which papers will be made available as 

online Proceedings.  
• Instructions and a link for uploading your completed PDF paper will be emailed directly to 

authors prior to the January deadline. 
 
Clearance for Publication and Presentation – DO NOT DELAY 
• Your final paper must be cleared by your organization by the submission deadline of 

January 16, 2026. 
• It is the author's responsibility to determine and acquire the appropriate types and levels of 

clearances — internal and external such as co-author organizations — for the paper to be 
published.  

• The Transformative Vertical Flight meeting is open to all interested parties of all nationalities 
and all organizations. Therefore, no classified, sensitive, or otherwise restricted material 
may be published or presented in conjunction with the meeting. 

 
Source Footnote 
A footnote should be placed at the bottom of the left column of the first page to show the source 
of the paper. Please refer to Word template and see examples below: 
_______________________________ 
Presented at the VFS Vertical Lift Aircraft Design & Aeromechanics Specialists’ Conference, 
San Jose, CA, January 27-29, 2026. Copyright © 2026 by VFS. All rights reserved. 
 
For US government agencies: 
_______________________________ 
Presented at the VFS Vertical Lift Aircraft Design &l Aeromechanics Specialists’ Conference, 
San Jose, CA, January 27-29, 2026. This is a work of the U.S. Government and is not subject to 
copyright protection in the U.S.  
 
Abstract 
• Abstract of approximately 150-words and single paragraph only. The abstract will become 

part of the metadata for your paper in the online proceedings and other searchable 
databases, so make it an accurate and complete — but concise — summary of the paper.  

• A summary, not an introduction, and be complete in itself. 
• Should not contain any numerical references to figures or references contained in the paper. 

https://vtol.org/tvf2026
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• Should indicate the subject covered in the paper and state the objectives of the 
investigation. 

• Newly observed facts and conclusions stated in summary form.  
• Abstract centered across the width of the first page.  
 
Assignment of Copyright Ownership 
• The Assignment of Copyright Ownership is part of the final paper upload process and 

should be accepted. 
• See sample copyright on page 5. 
• In the case of multiple authors, only the main author is required to accept the release.  
• The copyright laws require written transfer of copyright, which 

 protects you from unauthorized use of your paper  
 you as the author retains copyright of the paper 
 gives VFS permission to publish your paper 

• If you are a U.S. government employee, you may still accept the release form because you 
are only signing to the extent transferable and appropriate language is included in the 
copyright form.  

• For those organizations using their own copyright release, you can email your organization’s 
copyright form directly to VFS HQ at jmgibbs@vtol.org.  

 
Policies 
• No Paper, No Podium and No-Podium, No Paper: failure to submit a final paper or present 

in person will result in removal from publication. 
 
Visa Letters of Invitation 
If you require a Visa Letter of Invitation to travel to the conference, please email Julie M. Gibbs, 
Technical Programs Director, at jmgibbs@vtol.org and provide the following information: 

• Full Name as it Appears on your Passport 
• Organization Name 
• Full Mailing Address of Organization 
• Email Address 
• Title of Technical paper 

 
Journal Publication 
Papers presented at the conference may be suitable for publication in the Journal of the 
American Helicopter Society. Authors are encourage to submit to the Journal at 
vtol.org/publications/journal-of-ahs/journal-guidelines. 
 
Speaker Information Form: This form must be received by the Technical Chair at 
meetings@sfbac.vtol.org no later than January 16, 2026.  
 
The Speaker Information Form must be completed for the individual who will be making the 
presentation at the meeting – a copy of this form can be found below. 

• Only one copy of this form is needed for each paper regardless of the number of 
authors.   

• If more than one person is presenting, information for all presenters should be included. 
• The information on this form will be used to introduce presenter(s)  

 

mailto:jmgibbs@vtol.org
mailto:jmgibbs@vtol.org
https://vtol.org/publications/journal-of-ahs/journal-guidelines
mailto:meetings@sfbac.vtol.org
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ASSIGNMENT OF COPYRIGHT OWNERSHIP 

VFS – The Vertical Flight Society 
 

 Vertical Lift Design & Aeromechanics Specialists’ Conference 
January 27-29, 2026 

San Jose, California, USA 
 
I, __________________________________________________, (hereinafter, "the author") as 
author(s) (or employer, in the case of work made for hire") of the article entitled: 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________  
 
 ______________________________________________________________________  
 
(hereinafter "the article") hereby grant and assign to the VFS (hereinafter, "the publisher") all 
rights of copyright ownership now and hereafter protected in the article (for U.S. Government 
employees, to the extent transferable) effective if and when the article is accepted for 
publication in the VFS Aircraft Lift Design & Aeromechanics Specialists’ Conference 
Proceedings, including, but not limited to, derivation rights, the right to reproduce and distribute 
the article as part of the issue, and the right to grant or refuse permission to third parties to 
republish all or part of the article. 
 
Provided, however, that the right to grant or refuse permission to third parties to republish all or 
part of this article (subject to giving proper credit including the copyright notice) shall also be 
held by the author. 
 
And further provided, however, that the author or employer reserves the right as author or editor 
to republish or use all or part of this article in future works, but not limited to lectures, press 
releases, reviews, or textbooks. 
 
Name: (Print) ___________________________________________________________  
 
Signature:  _____________________________________________________________  

    Author 
    Employer (if the paper is the result of "work made for hire") 
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TVF 2026 SPEAKER INFORMATION FORM 

 
January 27-29, 2026 • San Jose, California 

 
 
Please fill out this form completely and email to meetings@sfbac.vtol.org by January 19, 2026. 
The information on this form will be used to publicize your presentation. 
 
 
Session: ________________________________________   Chair:  _____________________  
 
Title of Presentation/Paper:  ____________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Speaker/Presenter:  ___________________________________________________________  
 
Email: _____________________ ______ Phone:____________________________________  
 
Brief speaker biography (will be used to introduce speaker): 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

mailto:meetings@sfbac.vtol.org
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Technical Presentation Information 
 
• Technical Presentation Day/Time: refer to pages 8-9 below for the day and 

time of your presentation. 
• Presentation content needs to be non-classified and unrestricted as the conference 

is open to all people, nationalities, and organizations. 
• Speakers will be notified of where and how to upload their technical 

presentations. 
• Preference is for presentations to uploaded by Jan 26, 2026 @ 8:00 pm US EST 

(GMT-5). 
• Presentations must be uploaded the day before your presentation NLT 8:00 pm 

US EST (GMT -5).  
• Each session room will be equipped with an LCD projector connected to a computer 

running Microsoft Windows. 
• Presentations will be pre-loaded onto the meeting room computer and the speaker 

will have control of their presentation via the laptop on the podium. 
• Speakers will NOT be allowed to run presentations from their own laptops. 
• File types: 

o Adobe PDF or Microsoft PowerPoint: The video projectors at the 
conference will be optimized for 16:9 widescreen format. 

o Maximum total file size is 100 MB.  
• Videos should be MP4 format 

o If you have videos attached to your presentation, you may bundle them with 
your presentation in a single zip file.  

o If you have embedded videos that need to stream from the web, we cannot 
guarantee that you will be able to stream them at a satisfactory resolution. 
Please ensure that you have the video files either embedded in your 
presentation or as separate file(s) with your presentation. 

• If you have extra files (e.g., videos) that make your upload larger than the 100 MB 
limit, please upload just your presentation slides. 

o Bring any larger files on a USB drive and coordinate with your Session Chair 
no later than the evening before your presentation.  

• The format and/or template of the presentation is at the discretion of the presenting 
author. 

• VFS will not publish or share Forum technical presentations (only your technical 
paper will be published) hence copyright permission is not required. 

• Invited presentations will be published with the conference proceedings. If an invited 
speaker does not want their presentation made available please inform the 
Technical Chair, Jeff Sinsay (meetings@sfbac.vtol.org).   

• Presentations will be scheduled in 30-minutes timeslots 
o Brief speaker introduction 
o 20- to 25-minute presentation 
o 5-minute Q&A 

 
  

mailto:meetings@sfbac.vtol.org
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Technical Presentation Schedule 
Subject to Change 
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