
  
 

 
 

                     Vertical Lift Structures & Survivability Technical Meeting 
Agenda (Subject to Change) 

VIRTUAL Meeting 
 

Day 1: Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025 
Time Title  Speaker 

 9:00 – 9:05 AM Meeting & Chapter Welcome Susan Gorton, VFS HRC 

9:05 - 9:20 AM Welcome from VFS Headquarters Angelo Collins, VFS HQ 
9:20 – 9:50 AM Keynote Speaker Dennis Lindell, JASPO PM 

Morning Break: 9:50 to 10:00 AM  
Session 1: Structures 

Session Chair: Susan Gorton, VFS Hampton Rds. Chapter 

10:00 - 10:30 AM Blade Stiffened Carbon/Epoxy Panels with Acoustic Black 
Hole Features for Vibration Reduction 

Bhavya Patel, Penn State 
University 

10:30 -11:00 AM Improvements for Composite Structure Manufacturing, 
Maintenance, Durability and Damage Tolerance 

Doug Cairns, Montana State 
University 
 

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Multi-Objective Optimization of Rotorcraft Blade Structure 
with Multi-Disciplinary Constraints  Jiwoo Song, Penn State University  

Lunch Break: 11:30 to 1:00 PM 

1:00 - 1:30 PM Multifunctional Structural Battery Composites for 
Lightweight VTOL Airframes 

Kowsik Sambath Kumar, 
Energized Composites LLC 

1:30 - 2:00 PM Recommended Method for Modeling Regime Loads for a 
Target Reliability 

Jeff Finckenor, Systems Req. 
Directorate 

2:00 - 2:30 PM Development of Wireless Strain Sensors Stan Messinger, AVX Aircraft 

Afternoon Break: 2:30 to 2:45 PM  
Session 2: Survivability 

Session Chair: Jason Hoff, Joint Aircraft Survivability Program Office 
2:45 - 3:15 PM Repairability and Crash Assessment of the ‘All-Bonded’ 

AVX FARA Roof Beam Through Structural Testing John Busch, AVX 

3:15 - 3:45 PM AH-64 Composite Vertical Stabilizer and Threat Tolerance 
Design Lisa Chiu, The Boeing Company 

3:45 - 4:15 PM UAS Vulnerability to Blast Effects Robert Fladung, US Army 
DEVCOM 

4:15  PM Wrap-up / Closing Statements Susan Gorton, VFS HRC 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Vertical Lift Structures & Survivability Technical Meeting 
                      Preliminary Agenda (Subject to Change) 

                VIRTUAL Meeting 
 

Day 2: Wednesday, December 10, 2025 
Time Title  Speaker 

9:25 - 9:30 AM Day 2 Welcome & Announcements  Susan Gorton, VFS HRC 
Session 2: Survivability 

Session Chair: Jason Hoff, US Navy 

9:30 - 10:00 AM Cutty 75 Presentation COL Bryan Munsch  

10:00 - 10:30 AM Development of a Lightweight Crash Tolerant Fuel 
Bladder Josh Robbins, The Boeing Co. 

Morning Break: 10:30 to 10:45 PM 

10:45 – 11:15 AM Development of an Advanced Helicopter Seating 
Systems (AHSS) 

Bob Gansman, Safe, a Point 
Blank Company; Marv Richards, 
MR Engineering Consulting LLC 

11:15 – 11:45 AM Qualification and Topology Optimization of an Additively 
Manufactured Black Hawk Stabilator Attachment Fitting 

Pierre Harter, Wichita State 
University 

Session 3: Crashworthiness 
Session Chair Joseph Pelletiere, FAA 

11:45 - 12:15 AM Crash Impact Modeling of the Human Body for the 
Advanced Helicopter Seating System 

Bob Gansman, Safe, a Point 
Blank Company 

Lunch Break: 12:15 to 1:00 PM  
Session 3 (Cont.): Crashworthiness 

Session Chair Joseph Pelletiere, FAA 

1:00 - 1:30 PM Dynamic Crush of Plastic Hexagonal Honeycomb 
Structures with Buckling Initiators via Drop Testing 

Norman Wereley, University of 
Maryland 

1:30 - 2:00 PM Occupant Response to Varying Seat Stroke Using a 
Reusable Energy Attenuating Aircraft Seat  Ian Hellstrom, FAA 

2:00 - 2:30 PM Methods for Energy Absorption Within Integrated 
Composite Seat Designs Matlock Mennu, NASA 

Afternoon Break: 2:30 to 2:45PM  

2:45 - 3:15 PM Partial Summary of Test Results from Lift + Cruise #2 
eVTOL Crash Test Jacob Putnam, NASA 

3:15 - 3:45 PM MIL-S-58095 and MIL-S-85510 Revision Effort Bryan Pilati, US Navy 
3:45 – 3:50 PM Session Closing Session Chair 

3:50  PM Meeting Closing Remarks Susan Gorton, VFS HRC 
   

 


